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Across Europe, young people from different countries and backgrounds are committed to 
directly improving the lives of their communities. Every day, they observe changes in their 
immediate environment: the extinction of certain species, the scarcity of natural areas, the 
pollution and degradation of the water and the air they breathe, the disappearance of 
wetlands, and more generally the mutations of the landscapes that make up their living 
environments. These observations are now confirmed by scientific reports and analyses which 
reveal the importance of the challenge we are confronted with.  
 
In light of the urgent repercussions of these extreme events on both populations and 
environments, our societies are increasingly focused on the critical challenge of sustainably 
managing water resources and mitigating their impact on biodiversity. Indeed, water and 
biodiversity are closely linked, and the preservation of aquatic ecosystems is essential to 
maintain species diversity. The time for action is now.  

The 16th European Youth Parliament for Water, 
a collaboration between Solidarity Water 
Europe (International Secretariat for Water) as 
the coordinating organization, Global Water 
Partnership – Hungary as the local partner, and 
various European academic and civil society 
organizations, will focus on the critical theme of 
Water and Biodiversity. The objective of the 
process is to empower European youth by 
deepening their understanding of the Water-
Biodiversity nexus and fostering tangible 
commitments that can be implemented in their 
respective communities. The EYWP aims at 
fostering youth involvement in the water sector 
at the European level and at positioning young 
people as key stakeholders in the water sector. 
It aims to unite young Europeans dedicated to 
water issues and enhance their ability to take 
practical actions or advocate effectively for 
water-related causes. 
 

Beyond serving as a platform for debates, networking, and awareness raising on water, the 
Parliament upholds fundamental values such as democracy, tolerance, solidarity, and critical 
thinking. It encourages reflection not only on specific water-related issues but also on the 
potential solutions to implement, empowering young people to act as agents of change. The 
EYPW is connected to a larger youth movement coordinated by the International Secretariat 
for Water and Solidarity Water Europe, including strong synergies at the global level with the 
World Youth Parliament for Water.  
 

About Solidarity Water Europe 
(International Secretariat for Water) 
 
Solidarity Water Europe (SWE) is a 
Strasbourg-based NGO founded in 1998, 
following the works of the Council of 
Europe in the water and environmental 
sector. SWE’s mission is to respond to 
crucial water challenges that arise 
throughout all the countries in the 
European sphere with a particular focus 
on Central and Eastern European countries 
where access to water and sanitation is 
still a major issue. 
Solidarity Water Europe forms a joint 
movement with the International 
Secretariat for Water (ISW) – which is 
based in Montreal (Canada). 
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SUNDAY, OCTOBER 20th     

 
Arrivals of the participants in Budapest 
20.00 Meet and greet   
 

MONDAY, OCTOBER 21st  
 
7.30-8.15: Breakfast  
 
10.00 Opening ceremony (House of the Hungarian Parliament, Budapest) 
Presentation of the opening session: Clément DOLISI- European Office Coordinator, 
Solidarity Water Europe/ International Secretariat for Water 
Opening speeches  

- Janos ADER, Former President of Hungary  
- Alan ATKISSON, GWP Executive Secretary and CEO 
- Antonella CAGNOLATI, President, Solidarity Water Europe/ International 

Secretariat for Water 
- Stas PETERS, Vice-President of the 15th European Youth Parliament for Water 
- Attila LOVAS, President of GWP Hungary Foundation  

 
11.00 Oath of the members of the 16th EYPW  
In their mother tongue, the delegations pledge to respect the values of the Parliament, to 
disseminate its results and implement concrete actions on the ground 
 
11.30 Group picture followed by a buffet  
 
13.00 Bus transfer to Szolnok   
 
15.00 Arrival in Szolnok and check-in 
 
16.30 Coffee 
 
17.00 General introduction to the 16th 
EYPW 

- Programme presentation  
- Common rules  
- Electoral process  
- Constitution of committees  
- Delegation presentations 

 

 
18.00 Meeting of the 5 
committees 

 
• Common Commitment Committee  
• Social Life Committee 
• Election Committee  
• Communication Committee 
• Joint action Committee  

20.00 Intercultural evening 
Open to city actors 
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TUESDAY, OCTOBER 22nd     

 
07.00-8.30 Breakfast 
 
08.30 Energizer 
 
09:00 – 9:30 Water and Biodiversity in the UN through the eyes of an ex-diplomat: Zsófia 
TOMAJ – Vantage Point CEO 
 
09.30 All levels of actions and decisions mobilized to protect water and biodiversity:  
meeting with local actors in the water sector  
Moderator: Gyorgy RATFAI – Middle Tisza District Water Directorate 
 
Welcome by former Mayor of Szolnok Ferenc SZALAY 
 

• Jenő LABDY – Head of International Relations Department – General Directorate of 
Water Management of Hungary 

• Ákos MONOKI – Head of Branch Office – Hortobagy National Park 
• Attila Dávid MOLNAR – co-founder of the Plastic Cup Initiative (PET Kupa), head of 

River Monitoring & Citizen Science Units, coordinator of the Aquatic Plastic project 
• Amandine HENCKEL-WARTH, Deputy Head of cross-border cooperation Department, 

Head of the Alsatian Cross-Border Cooperation Scheme Unit, Collectivité européenne 
d’Alsace  

 
Followed by interactive discussions 
 
11.00 Coffee break 
 
11.15 Youth take concrete action to protect water and biodiversity!  
 
Presentation of 1MYAC1 initiative by Noémie PLUMIER, 1MYAC Project Manager, 
International Secretariat for Water 
 
12.15  Introduction to the field visits of the afternoon and constitution of the work groups   
 
12.30 Lunch  
 
14.00 Field visits – case studies  
 
 

 
1 One Million Youth Action Challenge 
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1. How to reconcile land use planning and respect for water resources and 

biodiversity? Visit to the Tisza Lake (fish pass, Kisköre Dam) 
 This group will leave the hotel at 13.00  
 

2. How to raise awareness among the general public about issues related to 
biodiversity and sustainable management of water resources (awareness, 
communication, memory)? Visit to the Szolnok Water Exhibition.  
 

3. To what extent can science be used to protect our environment? Visit to the Szolnok 
Flood Protection Training Center   

 
4. Protect yourself from natural risks in times of climate change. Visit near a dike     

Relocation Monitoring Site (Fokoru-puszta)  
 
18.00 Our experience as President and Vice-President of the 15th European Youth Parliament 
for Water:  
  
Hasmik BARSEGHYAN, President of the 15th European Youth Parliament for Water 
Stas PETERS, Vice-President of the 15th European Youth Parliament for Water 
 
followed by an interactive exchange  
 
19.00 Registration of the candidates for the election of the Presidency and Vice-Presidencies 
of the 16th EYPW 
 
19.30 Dinner 
 

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 23rd     
 
07.00-8.30 Breakfast 
 
08.30 Energizer  
 
9.00 Group work on the restitution of the field visits  
 
10.00 Restitution of the previous day’s case studies in plenary  
 
11.00 Coffee break  
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11.30 Panel discussion: All levels of actions and decisions mobilized to protect water and 
biodiversity 
 
Moderator: Prof. András SZÖLLÖSI-NAGY (former Rector of the UNESCO-IHE Institute for 
Water Education, founder of WWF)  

 
• Science – Tibor BIRO – Professor on Water Science - Ludovika University of Public 

Services 
• Land Use Planning – Maguelonne DEJEANT-PONS - past Executive Secretary of the 

Council of Europe Landscape Convention 
• Mainstreaming and upscaling freshwater restoration/NbS into our economy – Anna 

BERCZI-SIKET – WWF - Living Rivers Program expert 
• Raising Awareness – Laszlo BALATONYI – Vice-Chairpersons of the IHP Council at 

UNESCO Intergovernmental Hydrological Programme  
• Youth – Benedek JANDO – National Winner of 2023 Stockholm Junior Water Prize 

contest 
 
13.00 Lunch 
 
14.00 Capacity building workshop:  
How to advocate for the cause of water and biodiversity?  
Moderator:  Haby NIANG - International Secretariat for Water- Solidarity Water Europe 
 
Hasmik BARSEGHYAN, President of the 15th European Youth Parliament for Water 
Stas PETERS, Vice-President of the 15th European Youth Parliament for Water 
Gergana MAJERCAKOVA, Senior Learning Specialist at Global Water Partnership (TBC) 
 
15.00 Serious game: Common borders, common rivers  
 
16.30 Work on the common commitment  
 
18.30 Meeting of the 5 Committees  

• Common Commitment Committee  
• Social Life Committee 
• Election Committee  
• Communication Committee 
• Joint action Committee   

 
19.30 Dinner  
 
 
 



 

 
 

  
  

7 

 
 

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 24th     
 
07.00- 8.30 Breakfast 
 
09.00 Energizer 
 
09.30: Presentation of presidential and vice-presidential candidates 
Candidates will have five minutes to introduce themselves and explain why they would make 
a strong President or Vice President. They will also share their reasons and motivations for 
running. Following these presentations, the audience will have the opportunity to ask 
questions 
  
10.30 Coffee break  
 
11.00 Presentation and discussion on the common commitment  
 
The Committee presents the first draft of the common commitment to the group; participants 
propose amendments, which are then discussed and submitted to the vote.  
 
12.30 Lunch 
 
14.00 Projects’ Forum 
 
For this activity, participants will be asked to share innovative projects or actions from their 
countries related to water and biodiversity protection 
 
15.30 Coffee break 
 
16.00 Act in your own community!  
 
Presentation of local concrete actions to be presented within 1 Million Youth Actions 
Challenge (1MYAC), followed by an exchange  
 
17.00 Introduction to the Youth Pass of the Erasmus + programme 
 
Participants are presented the Youth Pass and reflect on their learning outcomes from the 
week  
 
18.00: Evaluation session  
 
19.00 Dinner 
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FRIDAY, OCTOBER 25th      
 
07.00- 8.30 Breakfast 
 
9.00 Energizer  
  
10.00 Election of the President and the two Vice-Presidents 
 
11.00 Coffee break 
 
11.30 Adoption of the Common commitment  
The final version of the text is discussed and approved by the majority of the participants 
 
12.00 Perspectives 
Participants share their views on their implications within the EYPW after the week.  
 
13.30 Lunch  
 
15.00 Closing session: presentation of the Common Commitment to the President of the 
General Assembly of Jász-Nagykun-Szolnok County, Mr. Imre HUBAI. 
Venue: County Hall - Szolnok 
 
19.00 Closing dinner – Party 
 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 26th       
 
Bus transfer to Budapest  
 
 

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT THE PARTICIPANTS AND COORDINATORS, PLEASE SCAN: 
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A project organized by: The International Secretariat for Water- Solidarity Water Europe (ISW-
SWE) 

 

 
 

Hosted by:  Global Water Partnership (GWP) Hungary 
 

  
 
 

With the support of:  
Artois Picardie Water Agency, the Swiss Development and Cooperation Agency (SDC), the 

Erasmus + programme, Blue Planet Foundation and Hungarian Prime Minister’s Office 
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in partnership with: 
 

 

         
 

    
 
 
 
 

• Asociación Región de Murcia Limpia (Spain) 

• Asociatia Centrul European pentru Integrare Socioprofesionala ACTA. (Romania) 

• Association of Young Journalists (Armenia) 

• Earth Forever Foundation (Bulgaria) 

• EFEM AKDENIZ GENCLIK VE SPOR KULUBU DERNEGI (Turkey) 

• IB – AGÊNCIA PARA A DINAMIZAÇÃO ECONÓMICA E.M. (Portugal) 

• INTERNATIONAL SAVA RIVER BASIN COMMISSION (Croatia) 

• ORAMA NEON – Youthorama (Greece) 

• Stichting Wavemakers United Foundation (Netherlands) 

• Stowarzyszenie Klimatologów Polskich (Poland) 

• Sustainable Development Association “Pro Generation” (Moldova) 
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